MARK   TWAIN
English children of the Channel coast, the
Mississippi was to the children of the river
towns of the Middle West,
These were the great days of the river. The
railroad was still unknown in the West, the high-
road non-existent, the motor-car and the <aero-
plane mere dreams of the scientist. Transport
was all by water, and on the Mississippi and
its great tributaries there was developed a
system of passenger steamboat navigation,
unique in all the world. Mark Twain himself
has described in numberless passages in his
Life on the Mississippi and in Tom Sawyer and
Huckleberry Finn the glories of the Mississippi
steamboat.
Till his father died, little Samuel Langhorne
Clemens lived in Hannibal somewhere between
affluence and poverty, unaware of either. He
had his full share of the careless happiness of
childhood, and the fine, free adventure of
boyhood on the frontier. There was the river,
and the islands, the forests beyond, and above
all, the great cave under the river bluff below
the town. Sam Clemens was Tom Sawyer, and
the adventurous fun of his childhood has passed
into the world's literature.
Of education he had but little. Till he was
twelve years old he attended school in his
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